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Primary Sources 

This education resource pack has used the oral testimony of those
interviewed by ATS Heritage for the Barony Trust project “Pitheid
Patter” 

Inf addition to the recorded interviews on the CD, several informal
interviews were conducted by Artemis Cultural & Educational
Services for additional cultural and social detail.

NCB newsreel, Mining in Ayrshire, record of Eton Boys visit to the
Barony, Scottish Screen Archive (Z00363)

Secondary Sources

Arnot, R.P., A History of Scottish Miners (Allen and Unwin London
1955) 

ATS Heritage, Interpretative Plan for the Barony A Frame,
Auchinleck, Ayrshire

Hutton, Guthrie, Scotland's Black Diamonds, Coal Mining in
Scotland (Stenlake Publishing Ayrshire 2001)

Love, D., The History of Auchinleck Village and Parish ( Cam
Publishing 1991)

NCB Scottish Division, East Ayrshire, Reorganisation of Barony
Colliery

Oglethorpe, Miles Scottish Collieries: an Inventory of the Scottish
Coal Industry under Nationalisation (published by Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
(RCAHMS))

Newspapers

The Cumnock Chronicle 17/3/1961 

The Scottish Sunday Express 9/4/1961

The Cumnock Chronicle 14/4/1961

The Cumnock Chronicle 21/4/1961

The Cumnock Chronicle 28/4/1961

Eton College Chronicle 8/2/1963

92



Original Printed Material

George Montgomery, the barony bard (Craigmillar Communiversity
Press 2004)

Jim Bryden, Wags and Wits Fae Corners and Pits 

Allan McFadyean, Little Book of Poems (Forward Press Ltd 2003)

Internet

The National Union of Mineworkers, www.num.org.uk

The Scottish Mining Museum, www.scottishminingmuseum.com

BBC, www.news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday

Economic History Services, www.eh.net

Memoirs and Portraits of One Hundred Glasgow Men by James
Maclehose http://gdl.cdlr.strath.ac.uk/mlemen/mlemen005.htm
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Time line

Date Event

1906 William Baird & co began work the Barony Colliery, sinking two shafts on the site of Old 
Byres Farm, to the west of Auchinleck.

1912 First National Coal Miners Strike.  A miners' strike lasted for 5 weeks.

1912 First coal brought to the surface at Barony Pit.

1913 Mines Rescue Station in Auchinleck, Ayrshire Coal Owners Association.

March 1930 First manager, Thomas MacCulloch, dies aged 63.

1930 871 men employed below ground and 203 above.

1931 William Baird & Co becomes Bairds & Dalmellington.

1932 Pithead baths opened.

1938 Reorganisation scheme started to increase output, increase ventilation and raise the 
standard of coal produced at the Barony. New electric winding gear installed and work 
began on sinking shaft No 3.

1939 Outbreak of war brought work on reorganisation and shaft 3 to a standstill.

1940 Barony Miners earned around £1 13s 1d per week (approx: £1.65) for 6 shifts.  
4d (2p) was deducted for the pit doctor.

1946 Work resumed on shaft 3.  

Early 1947 A cage broke free in shaft 2 falling 1500 ft into 60 ft of sludge. The cage contained 
only coal, no-one was injured. The pit loses 1500 ton of output.

1947 5 mines operating near Auchinleck, together producing 622,000 tons of coal.

1947 Mines nationalised, National Coal Board.

1947 1763 miners employed in parish pits, 1357 work underground.

1950 Work on shaft 3 completed. Later production reaches around 380,000 tons pa.

1954 New A Frame head gear for shaft 3 complete.

Early 1960s 1,600 employees.

8 Nov 1962 Serious accident in shaft 2. Shaft 2 collapsed and winding frame fell apart.  
Four men died in the pit. Their bodies could never be recovered.  

16 Nov 1962 Memorial service for the dead men - more than 1,200 people attended.

Nov 1962 1,100 of the pit's 1614 men were laid off. 200 men redeployed to other pits, 300 kept 
on to carry out remedial works.

1963 Shafts 1 & 2 filled in but shaft 3 left open.

1966 New shaft (shaft 4) completed and production restarted at Barony Pit.

1969 New pit canteen opened at Barony Pit.

1973 1,025 people employed at Barony colliery, producing 320,000 tons of coal.

1980 1,006 people employed.

1989 Pit closed
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